Pipevine 


Newsletter of the Mount Lassen Chapter 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 


September Program 
The Wild We Make presented by David Newsom Zoom Meeting 
September 1, 2021 ° 7 pm via Zoom https: / /cnps-org.zoom. 


us/j/ 82621721402 


This is a conversation about the staggering impact native Meeting ID: 
plants can have in protecting and revitalizing the great 896 2172 1402 
diversity of life on earth, while simultaneously helping to 
reverse the many crises facing it. Beginning with his own 
journey into creating native habitat at his Los Angeles home, 
David will look at the way native habitat can be adapted and 
scaled to retrofit biodiversity into urban areas, and in doing 
so, make urban and suburban spaces more efficient, resource- 
wise, and regenerative. Regardless of who we are, or where EN 
we live, native plants can play a vital role in making life more | . 
equitable, more vital, and more just. 


David Newsom is a father of two wild ones, a husband, and 
a 30-year veteran of film and television. He founded the Wild 
Yards Project in 2018, after watching his own sterile urban 
yard spring to life, courtesy of native plants, and a lot of 

love and the guidance of great teachers. David draws on his 
past as a storyteller and photographer to spread awareness 
of the native habitat movement. The Wild Yards Project 
combines social media, education, community gardens, and 
consultation to help retrofit biodiverse habitat into urban and 
suburban spaces. 


David Newsom photo by Sian Heder 


Planning The Water-wise and Habitat-friendly 
Garden Tour - May 2022 
The Mount Lassen Chapter of the California Native Plant Society, and 


Altacal Audubon have joined together to once more organize the Water- WAT E R -W | P E & 
wise and Habitat-friendly Garden Tour. We are in the early planning stages H A R | i Al- = R | H NI [9 |Y 
for the 2022 tour! 


If you would like to open your garden to visitors, email Deb Halfpenny 

at debhalfcent@yahoo.com include your address, and add a note about the 

features of your habitat garden. We are looking for gardens to show a range 

of situations: Sun, shade, dry, wet, professionally designed, homeowner SUND AY, MAY 1, 2022 
designed, small, medium, or large. WaterWiseChico.com 
Volunteers are also needed to help in other ways (media outreach, tour 

logistics, garden docents, photographer, etc). 
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From the President 


Dear Friends, 

We have a new newsletter editor! She 
is Carla Resnick and we're excited to 
be working with her. This September 
2021 issue will be followed by 
newsletters for October, November, 
and December. The newsletters will 
be sent electronically so look for 
announcements for them and links. 
Issues are also available on our 


website: mountlassen.cnps.org under 
the Archives tab. 


For our members without computer 
access, or who prefer a paper 
newsletter, we will mail you a copy of 
The Pipevine which will look like those 
from our pre-color days and will be 
printed on green paper. By sending 
electronic, and a small number of 
paper copies, we will achieve our 
goals of staying connected to you, 
maintaining our mission, and keeping 
our Pipevine affordable. 


Please check The Pipevine for 
interesting articles and photographs, 
information about upcoming hikes, 
programs, and events. We’re happy to 
be back in contact with you! 


Sincerely, 
Nancy Praizler, President 
Mount Lassen Chapter, CNPS 


The Pipevine Submission Deadlines 


Issue Due Date 
October September 1 
November October 1 
December November 1 


Send submissions to Carla Resnick, 
carlaphoto@gmail.com 
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Officers & Chairs for 2021 


OFFICERS 


President 

Nancy Praizler 

(530) 592-8078 
praizlermom@gmail.com 


Vice President 

Deb Halfpenny 

(831) 595-7615 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 


Secretary 
Karen Smith 
birds4ks@gmail.com 


Treasurer 
Page Hensley 


Past President 
Paul Moore (530) 343-4287 
pmoore@csuchico.edu 


MEMBERS AT LARGE ——=Ž >| 


Hesh Kaplan 
heshlak@gmail.com 
(530) 892-9938 


Marjorie McNairn 
mlmcnairn@aol.com 
(530) 343-2397 


David Popp 
davidpopppp@gmail.com 
(530) 990-3703 


Narrow Leaf Milkweed 
by NatureShutterbug is licensed under CC BY 2.0 


CHAIRS > 


Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden 
Deb Halfpenny 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 

(831) 595-7615 


Chapter Council Delegate Pro Tem 
Woody Elliott 
(530) 588-2555 


Conservation OPEN 
Education OPEN 
Events OPEN 


Field Trips 
Marjorie McNairn 
mlmcnairn@aol.com (530) 343-2397 


Horticulture 

Deb Halfpenny 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 
(831) 595-7615 


Hospitality 

Roxane Canfield 
rwcanfield@aol.com 
(530) 891-0427 


Invasive Plants OPEN 


Membership & Mailing 
Chris Mueller 
crmueller111@gmail.com 


Newsletter Editor 
Carla Resnick 
carlaphoto@gmail.com 


Programs 
Lisa Williams 


Publicity 

Cindy Weiner 
wildflowermaven@comcast.net 
(530) 588-1906 


Volunteer Recognition 
Marjorie McNairn 
mlimcnairn@aol.com 
(530) 343-2397 


Website Administrator OPEN 


Executive Board Meeting: 


Third Wednesday of each month at 7 pm, except June, July & December. 


All CNPS members welcome. 
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Field Trips 
by Marjorie McNairn 


NOTE: Please check with Marjorie prior to a field trip to see 
if it has been canceled due to social distancing 


Saturday, September 11 

Merlo Park, Stirling City 

Come with us to soak in the peaceful beauty of native 

and non-native species at Merlo Park. It was dedicated in 
1987 by Harry A. Merlo in memory of his mother Clotilde, 
who always appreciated the beauty of the land and being 
close to nature. The 20 acres include Ponderosa pine, sugar 
pine, Douglas fir, white fir, quaking aspen, black oak and 
Manzanita, and three ponds. Bring water and a lunch to 
enjoy at one of the picnic tables. Meet at the Chico Park & 
Ride, west lot at 9 am. Register with Mount Lassen Chapter 
Meetup and sign waiver using the link in Meetup. 


Saturday, September 25 

Shrubs And Trees Along the Shores of Paradise Lake 

Walk along the east shore of Paradise Lake from the north 
parking lot to the picnic site at the main entrance. It is a level 
trail of three miles out and back. Along the way we will 
identify and examine hardwoods and conifers, manzanitas, 
willows, and hazelnut bushes. Who knows, there may also 
be a few late season flowers that weathered the hot, dry sum- 
mer. Wear sturdy shoes, bring water and lunch/snack. Meet 
at Chico Park & Ride, west lot at 9 am. Register with Mount 
Lassen Chapter Meetup and sign waiver using the link in 
Meetup. 


Paradise Lake 


Native Plant and Tree Give-Away by Lisa Williams 


Looking Ahead 

During the past five years our 
neighboring communities have been 
devastated by fires. Thousands of 
native trees and plants have been 
destroyed. Mount Lassen Chapter 

of CNPS is working on a project 

to donate native plants and trees 

to the communities on the ridge, 

and surrounding areas, which lost 
vegetation during these fires. Our goal 
is to add to the reseeding / replanting 
efforts in the town of Paradise and 
surrounding communities. We are 
looking forward to working with 
Floral Native Nursery and the Work 
Training Center for all of our native 
plant and tree inventory. Since fall 
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is the perfect planting time, we’re 
aiming for October 2021 for this 
event. Although we don’t have a 
space yet, we are confident we will 
find an area for the giveaway that 
will allow for us to set up tables, 
arrange starter plants and trees, 

and have people come in so we can 
chat with them about the care and 
sustainability of natives. What better 
way to help our neighbors restore 
the ridge, rebuild communities, and 
help bring back the pollinators! If 
you would like to be involved in this 
project, please contact Lisa Williams 
at lmwcsc@gmail.com, and keep a 
look out for more info on this project! 


e N T fh ‘ re oy Ws " n Ë is aCe 1 ee 
Black Oak Quercus Kelloggii by Jean Pawek Calscape 
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News from the Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden 
by Deb Halfpenny 


For 35 years, the Mount Lassen Chapter has planned, planted, 
watered, and cared for the Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden at the 
Chico Creek Nature Center (1970 E. Eighth St. in Chico). In those 
35 years, the garden and its gardeners have withstood freezing 
temperatures, droughts, record heat, loss of interest, renewed 
interest, a change of leaseholders, changes of managers, gophers, 
deer, day campers, vandals, irrigation problems, choking smoke, 
and a pandemic. It has lost and gained plants during those years, 
but the garden continues to grow, a testament to the resilience of 
California native plants and to our chapter’s tenacity. 


Throughout the quarantine, a handful of chapter members have 
continued to volunteer their time to help maintain the garden. Early 
this spring, a 15 gallon toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia) was planted in 
memory of long-time member Meryl Bond, and new plant signage 
was designed by Ann Elliot. The chapter was gifted over 40 pots of 
milkweed (Asclepias fascicularis & speciosa) that will be planted, along 
with other local pollinator plants, this fall. Long range hopes are to 
enlarge the garden in order to connect it with the newly completed 
restoration project on the adjoining parcel. This enlargement project 
is in the planning stages and will depend on many things, including 
approval from CARD and perhaps the City of Chico, as well as 
promises of help from more volunteers, donations of materials, and, 
of course, money. Watch for more news about this in the coming 
months. 


This little native garden has the potential to be a truly fine 
educational tool for our chapter and a needed resource for the 
public, but it requires care and inspiration from all of our members. 
Being involved in the garden is a great way to learn about 
gardening with native plants and creating habitat. It is also a fun 
way get to know other plant-passionate people. No prior gardening 
experience is necessary. If you are not able to help physically, there 
are other ways to participate. For example, the garden is always in 
need of advice from local botanists. Come out and visit the garden 
and see if there is anything you might be able to contribute to the 
effort. 


The current workday schedule is the third Wednesday of each 
month with hours varying with the weather. Some people may 
find this mid-week schedule difficult, so if there is interest in 
changing the workday to a weekend day, that can be done. To 
offer suggestions, ask questions, check on current work times, or 
whatever, contact debhalfcent@yahoo.com or check the Mount 


Lassen Chapter web page: mountlassen.cnps.org 
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Working in the garden 
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= The pond at the garden 
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Plant Spotlight 


Blue Elderberry 
Sambucus nigra ssp. caerulea 


Blue Elderberry, Mexican Elderberry, or Tapiro 
is a deciduous shrub or small tree, growing up 
to as tall as 30 feet. It is native from Oregon to 
Baja all the way to western Texas. It has cream 
or yellow flowers in the spring and purple 
berries in the fall. Its berries are one of the most 
important source of food for birds in California. 


Blue Elderberry is tough, easy to grow, and 
grows very rapidly. It can grow from a 1 
gallon container to a 15 foot tree in 3 years if 
happy. It handles a variety of different soil 
moisture levels once established. It can handle 
permanently moist soil near stream sides or 
seeps, and will thrive next to or in regularly 
irrigated areas. Once established, it also 
grows well in fairly dry soils, though in drier 
conditions it will normally go deciduous or 
semi-deciduous in the summer and fall, and 
green up in the early winter. Drought-stressed 
Blue Elderberry’s often end up more attractive 
than ones that get plenty of year round water, 
frequently developing interesting gnarled 
branches and thicker though shorter trunks 
over time. It likes part shade or sun, and will 
tolerate full shade, though in full shade it will 
look rangy as its branches search out for more 
sun. —Calscape 


Blue Elderberry fruiting | in COTS A, Ar Resnick 


Do you have a favorite California native plant? Email your photos to carlaphoto@gmail.com to be featured in the Plant 
Spotlight. 


Floral Native Nursery 
14388 Meridian Road 
Chico, CA 95973 
(530) 8 892-2511 


Owner 


406 Entler Avenue 
Chico, CA 95928 

530 345-3121 

FAX 345-5354 
flowerfloozie@sbcglobal.net 


1367 East Ave, Chico | 530.894.5410 | www.MagnoliaGardening.com 


www.theplantbarn.com 


These businesses support the 
goals of CNPS 


Members get a 10% discount 
on plants 


Ks 
LITTLE RED HEN 
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MOUNT LASSEN CHAPTER 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 
PO BOX 4067 

CHICO, CA 95927-4067 


RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


P 


Pipevine Swallowtail on Ceanothus 


Membership Form 
California Native Plant Society 
I wish to affiliate with the Mount Lassen Chapter 


! Name 

: Address 
Pei 

: Phone 


: Email 


State Zip 
: [|] New [| Renew 


: [_]Student / Fixed Income $25 
: [| Plant Lover $120 


| ] Individual $50 
[_] Supporter $500 


: Send Membership Application to: 
: California Native Plant Society : 
: Attn: Membership 2707 K Street, Suite 1 Sacramento, CA 95816-5130 


: For memberships for organizations or to become a Perennial monthly 
i sustainer contact CNPS.org 
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CALENDAR OFEVENTS —=Ž 


Program 
Wednesday, September 1, 70m 
The Wild We Make 


with David Newsom 


Field Trip 
Saturday, September 11 
Merlo Park, Stirling City 


Volunteer Opportunity 
Wednesday, September 15 
Workday at Alice Hecker Native 
Plant Garden 


Field Trip 

Saturday, September 25 

Shrubs And Trees Along the Shores 
of Paradise Lake 


Pipevine 


Newsletter of the Mount Lassen Chapter 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 


October Program 


Climate Change Adaptation: What We Can Learn from 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
presented by Ali Meders-Knight 


October 6, 2021 * 7 pm via Zoom 


This presentation will address how Traditional Ecological 
Knowledge informs future climate adaptation, based on 
California’s long cycles of drought, fires and floods, and 
how native plants and ecosystems figure into climate 
mitigation before and after disasters. Ali Meders-Knight 
will be using a case study of her local Tribal territory as 
an example. Almost all of the data available to Western 
science in California is only about 100-125 years old, 

and so it is absolutely necessary to bring in the longer- 
term perspective of TEK, landscape forensics, and 
intergenerational knowledge to ensure the surviving and 
thriving of, not just native plants, but all the people who 


live in this place. 


Ali Meders-Knight is a Mechoopda tribal member, mother 
of five, and traditional basketweaver based in Chico, 
Calif. She is a Mechoopda Tribal liaison working to form 
partnerships for federal forest stewardship contracting 
and tribal forestry programs authorized in the 2018 Farm 
Bill. She has been a ‘Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
(TEK) practitioner for over 20 years, collaborating on 
environmental education and land restoration projects 
with Chico State University and the City of Chico. In 2009 
she helped plan and establish Verbena Fields, a unique 17- 
acre interactive food forest and interpretive park in North 
Chico, to help educate the community about the rich 
ecological heritage of the Mechoopda people. 
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October 2021 
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Ali Meders-Knight at Verbena Fields 


Zoom Meeting 
https: / /cnps-org.zoom.us /j/ 84120115006 


Meeting ID: 841 2011 5006 
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From the President 


Our chapter of CNPS - Mount Lassen 
Chapter - exists because people 
interested in native plants give some 
of their time to our organization. In 
return they enjoy the satisfaction of 
working with native plants, meeting 
new people, and sharing what they 
know and love. 


We are part of a statewide 
organization that is dedicated to 
teaching, protecting, and propagating 
native plants. Each of us, as 
volunteers, makes a difference and is 
appreciated. 

Please see the Volunteer Profile of Lisa 
Williams, on page 5. I hope you'll be 
inspired by her enthusiasm and will 
join us. 


Nancy Praizler, President 


Acer macrophyllum 
Specimen from Harvard University Herbaria 
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Issue Due Date 
November October 1 
December November 1 


Send submissions to Carla Resnick, 
carlaphoto@gmail.com 
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Trifolium willdenovii 
Joe Decruyenaere is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0 
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Executive Board Meeting: 


Third Wednesday of each month at 7 pm, except June, July & December. 


All CNPS members welcome. 
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Field Trips 
by Marjorie McNairn 


NOTE: Please check with Marjorie prior to a field trip to see if it has been 
canceled due to social distancing or fire. 


Saturday, October 9 

McConnell Arboretum and Botanical Gardens, Redding 

The Arboretum & Botanical Gardens encompass over 200 acres of grasses, 
trees herbs, flowers, shrubs, sculptures and fountains. In all a tranquil 
atmosphere is created enjoy Mediterranean-climate native and non-native 
species. The Gardens carry Turtle Bay’s sustainability message to express 
a very positive ethic about a harmonious fit between natural systems and 
human activity. They are located on the north side of the Sundial Bridge. 
Meet at Chico Park & Ride to leave at 8:30 am. Bring face mask, water, 
lunch and comfortable shoes for walking. Also bring $5 for entrance into the 
Arboretum and Botanical Gardens. Leader: Marjorie 


Register with Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup and sign waiver using the link 
in Meetup. 


Saturday, October 23 

Deer Creek Trail 

Lassen National Forest and Northern California Regional Trust 
Meet at Chico Park & Ride west lot (Hwys 32/99) in time to leave 

at 8:30 am. Wear sturdy shoes. Bring face mask, lunch, water, and 
money for ride sharing. We will drive east on Hwy 32 about 38 miles 
to the trailhead at the Hwy 32 Deer Creek Bridge. Starting at 3200 ft 
elevation, this is a shaded and gradual 1.5 mile hike downstream to 
have lunch by the renovated fish ladder. Big leaf maple, dogwood and 
black oaks should be in fall color along with Indian rhubarb, spice- 
bush, Sierra mint and California fuchsia. 


Leader: Marjorie 


' the wie t g s, : p ai i at ta by pr 2 
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Register with Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup and sign waiver using California Black Oak, Quercus kelloggii 

e i J. Maughn is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0 


Update on Plant Giveaway by Lisa Williams 


Some great changes have happened making our plant giveaway 
bigger and better! Butte County Resource Conservation District 
is doing their third tree giveaway in Paradise and Oroville 

this November 6th & 7th, and we’ll be teaming up to do our 
giveaways together. We are fortunate to be able to give away 
approximately 210 native plants to the recovering residents of 
Paradise, and the surrounding impacted areas. Our plants will be 
a mixture of milkweeds, roses, buckwheats, California fuchsias, 
and sages. The restoration nursery, Floral Native Nursery in 
Chico, is providing the plants needed to flourish in the recovery 
areas. You can help make this a success by telling your friends 
and family on the ridge to stop by, learn a little bit about how 

to care for native plants and bring home native plants to restore 


local habitat! a 
Rosa californica Wikipedia 


Stay tuned for locations and times. 
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The Native Garden in September by Deborah Halfpenny 


Two of the biggest challenges for native plant gardeners 
just might be August and September. I know they are for 
me. By this time of year, I’m exhausted by the summer 
heat and dryness, and so are my plants. And we look it. 
Together, we’re longing for cooler weather and the winter 
rains, but until they arrive, all we can do is be still and 
wait. This is the dormant time of year in California native 
gardens, a time of rest for the garden and gardener alike. 


Our gardens are 

the perfect places 

to see the range of 
dormancy in action. 
Some natives, like 
Epilobium (California 
Fuchsia) and Eriogonum 
(Buckwheat) seem 
exuberantly unaware 
of the season, flowering 
like mad, while others, 
like Aesculus (Buckeye), 
may be completely 
defoliated. Still other 
natives have stopped 
actively growing, 

but otherwise look 
unphased. This can 
create a range of 
attractiveness in different gardens as well, depending on 
the plants in them and their maintenance. The fun thing 
about gardens, as opposed to the wild, is that this range of 
dormancy can be managed a bit with adequate irrigation, 
and the overall look of them can managed with thoughtful 
plant selections. 


It’s hard to discuss irrigation, given the ever-evolving 
opinions about the “right way” to water natives, 
particularly in the midst of a dangerously low-water 
year like this one. But if you are not dealing with extreme 
water rationing or a dry well this year, consider sharing 

a bit of water with your thirstiest plants. Riparian plants, 
by nature, will need more irrigation water than chaparral 
plants, for example, but almost all will appreciate some 
relief from our extremely hot, dry summer. Here is the 
current advice about irrigating natives from Mike Evans of 
Tree of Life Nursery: 


water thoroughly and infrequently. A good rule of thumb is 
to apply the equivalent of a rain event totaling 1 to 1 1/2”, 
about once a month, May through October. A good way to 
simulate a monthly rain event in summer is to apply water 
in the early morning during cool spells. Soak the soil once 
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a day for three consecutive days, for a sprinkler run time 

of up to 2 hours total. Each 3-day process is considered 

an irrigation event, and you will only do 5 or 6 of these a 
year. In between irrigations, you can cool your garden with 
an occasional light refreshing sprinkle, once or twice a week 
in the late afternoon. This might mean a sprinkler run time 
of 5 minutes. You are not watering the soil; you are only 
wetting the leaves. Irrigation events are more important than 
refreshing sprinkles. 
Combined, they 
will result in 
beautiful healthy 
natural gardens. 


(https: / /www. 
cnps.org/ 
gardening / 
garden-qa-mike- 
evans-7050) 
While irrigation 
is important, 
thoughtful plant 
selections are even 
more important in 
retaining beauty and 
structure in native 
gardens at this time 
of year. Every garden 
should include well-placed evergreen shrubs, subshrubs, 
grasses, and/or groundcovers; they are the workhorses of 
a continually pleasant landscape and are a necessary part 
of good habitat creation, too. Some easy to find and easy to 
grow local evergreens are: Heteromeles arbutifolia (Toyon), 
Frangula californica (Coffeeberry ), Cercocarpus betuloides 
(Mountain Mahogony), Baccharis pilularis (Coyote Brush), 
Rhamnus ilicifolia (Hollyleaf Redberry), Ceanothus cuneatus 
and integerrimus (Buck Brush), Muhlenbergia rigens (Deer 
Grass) and Arctostaphylos manzanita (Manzanita). For more 
options, including cultivars and species from other parts of 
California, check out Calscape.org. 


g 
- 


Through September, continue fine-tuning your fall garden 
plans and purchasing the plants you need while they are 
still available in nurseries. Don’t forget to check out CNPS 
plant sales, too. September is an excellent time to prepare 
your planting areas, but hold off doing any actual planting 
until October, or better still, wait until after the first rains 
have saturated the ground in November. Remember that 
you will have to keep all young plants watered until the 
winter rains come. Keep your fingers firmly crossed that 
they actually do come this winter. 
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Volunteer Profile by Nancy Praizler 


Lisa Williams, like other volunteers, sees something that 
needs attention and offers to help. First, she volunteered 
to do Yahi Trail Maintenance in Upper Bidwell Park. Next, ma 
she volunteered to become our program chair, and then she 
came up with the idea of giving trees and plants to people 
in Paradise whose homes were destroyed in the Camp Fire. 
Her energy and ideas will reach and affect many people. 


Because she’s giving some of her time and energy to Mount 
Lassen Chapter, we know someone is keeping an eye on 
the Yahi Trail. We have speakers for our September and 
October programs, and we have a new partnership with the 
Butte County Resource Conservation District (BCRCD) for 
a tree and plant giveaway. 


Lisa Williams 
Thank you Lisa! We appreciate all you are doing! 
Book Review: The Wildflowers of Bidwell Park 
by Woody Elliott weit 
Paperback, Pocket-sized Book Written by Roger Lederer and Illustrated by WI LDFLOWERS 


Carol Burr | List price: $24.95 


The Wildflowers of Bidwell Park is a user-friendly guide to everything, and more, 
you want to know about native and naturalized, eye-catching wildflowers in 
the foothills east of Chico. Author Roger Lederer has grouped Carol Burr’s 
beautiful drawings of 112 plants by floral color. Field identification is a breeze 
by thumbing through the color-coded pages and comparing your find with 
the accurate drawings. An understandable description of the plant’s stems, 
leaves, and flowers facilitates its identification. 


Each flower page includes insightful descriptions of the derivation of 
common and scientific names, historical uses, distribution (local and/or 


worldwide), and human anecdotes, which all help readers to connect to and 


remember flowers. Closely related species are listed at the bottom of each B IDWELL P ARK 
page. 

The guide’s thorough compilation includes: the anatomy of a flower, a PORE perrera a kani Ban 
glossary of botanical terms, a bibliography, and a table of common and 
scientific names organized by family name with flower origin (native or 


introduced), and locations where they can be found in Bidwell Park. 


We are fortunate that partners, Drs. Roger Lederer and Carol Burr — retired 
California State University, Chico professors and CNPS members, continue to 
enhance the understanding of our local fauna and flora. This wildflower guide 
and their previous guides The Birds of Bidwell Park and The Trees of Bidwell Park 
are available online from Amazon.com. Chico stores carrying The Wildflowers of 
Bidwell Park include ABC Books, The Bookstore, Made in Chico, Bird in Hand, 
Magna Carta, plus Magnolia Gift and Gardens. Add it to your bookshelf to 
inspire a fieldtrip. 
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2021 CAL-IPC Symposium 


Expanding Community to Protect Biodiversity 
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9;2021 | Online 


a PS ymp osium | Oc 
The California Invasive Plant Council (CAL-IPC) 
works to stop the spread of invasive plants across 
California. They are holding their 30th Anniversary 
Symposium Online from Tuesday, October 26, 2021 
through Friday, October 29, 2021. 


As a sponsor for the Symposium, Mount Lassen 
Chapter may send 2 persons for free. If you would 
like to attend as Mount Lassen Chapter’s guest, 
please send an email to mountlassen@cnps.org. 
Someone will contact you. 


CAL-IPC also publishes a newsletter and 3 people 
from our chapter can receive it as part of our 
sponsorship. If you would like to receive their 
newsletter, please send an email to mountlassen@ 
cnps.org. 


Anyone can attend the Symposium. 


If you would like more information about CAL- 
IPC or their Symposium, please go to their website: 
https: / /www.cal-ipc.org/ resources / symposium 


Register now to get Regular rate by Oct. 15. 
Celebrate 30 years of T .. - WM 
learning with Gal-IPG with 

more session talks, 

discussion groups, and 

posters covering a wide 

range of topics related to 

invasive plant biology and 

management. We are 

meeting online to stay safe, 

but our online platform has 

many opportunities for va i 

engagement and = Or) m l 
connection. Join us to connect with colleagues and learn. Photo: 
Claire F. Mayler 
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Volunteering Is a Great Way to Take Action 
by Nancy Praizler 
I recently read that “taking action lifts spirits”. With the skies 
full of smoke, taking action and connecting with people are 
good ways to lift our spirits. Mount Lassen Chapter of CNPS 
offers many ways to become involved with people and learn 
more about native plants while enjoying their company. Have 
you looked at our website lately to see what we’re doing? 
Our chapter has been operating for about 20 years and we 
continue to function because of our volunteers. So, this is 
a request to ask you to volunteer - to take on one of our 
positions. 
We have board and chair positions available so you can do 
anything from following conservation issues to selling books 
and shirts at events. And you'll be working with people 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable about plants and pollinators 
too. We’re a friendly group who will show you what to do 

in your new position. Send me, Nancy Praizler, an email 

if you'd like more information about a position. The email 
address is: mountlassen@cnps.org. And thank you! 


Here’s what is available and a brief idea of what a person in 
the position does. 


Board positions: 


President: manages and 
oversees the chapter’s 
activities, conducts board 
meetings. 


Vice President: when the 
President is absent, may 
run board meetings 


Secretary: takes minutes 
at Board meetings and 
helps with letters. 


Treasurer: ppays bills 
and creates a monthly 
report of our finances; 
files an annual report. 


Chair positions: 


Conservation: follows 
local conservation issues, 
makes input on behalf of 
the Chapter. 


Invasive Plants: 
participates in identifying 
and eradicating invasive 
plants. 


October 2021 


Education: shares 
information about native 
plants — you decide how. 


Rare Plants: helps search 
for and identify rare 
plants. 


Events: staffs a table with 
native plant information 
at events. It’s fun to talk 
to people! 


Sales: sells books, 
t-shirts, aprons and more 
at events; purchases 
merchandise to sell. 


Hospitality: for in-person 
programs sets out snacks 
and drinks. 


Website Administrator: 
maintains and posts 
items to our beautiful 
website. 
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Plant O Naked Buckwheat Karogam nudum | Native Pollinator Garden 
Planting Event 


In the Alice Hecker Native Garden at 
the Chico Creek Nature Center 


Saturday, October 23, 2021 
9am — 1pm 


Bring your own tools. All other 
materials supplied. 

No experience necessary. 

For more info: 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 


Eriogonum nudum in August by Deborah Halfpenny 


it) ee 


Eriogonum nudum is a perennial shrub scattered around the west coast of the Yi fa 

of the wild buckwheat genus whichis United States. This species has one : 

known by the common name naked of the widest ecological distributions i . SS es ae 
buckwheat. The plant is a tall, bare, of all of the buckwheats. It can be Sascha Kohimann n(CCB BY-SA2 0) 
leafless stem, bifurcating into more found at wet coastal sea level locales 

stems, each topped with rounded and the coldest, driest elevations of 

clusters of white or pale pink or yellow the Sierra Nevada, as well as many 

flowers growing up to six feet from areas in between. The species is not 

a basal rosette at the ground, where uncommon, but some specific varieties 

the flat green leaves are located. The are quite rare. 


naked stem gives the plant its common 


—Calscape 
name. Naked buckwheat can be found 


Do you have a favorite California native plant? Email your photos to 
carlaphoto@gmail.com 


Denise Kelly 


Owner 


Floral Native Nursery 
14388 Meridian Road 
Chico, CA 95973 
(530) 892-2511 


406 Entler Avenue 
Chico, CA 95928 
530 345-3121 
FAX 345-5354 


flowerfloozie@sbcglobal.net 


Og www.theplantbarn.com 
oe į 


F # fag 
m a re P ia 

r my 4 _ n ty 
Mt 4a ee 


These businesses support the 
goals of CNPS 


Members get a 10% discount 
on plants 


LITTLE RED HEN 
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MOUNT LASSEN CHAPTER 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 
PO BOX 4067 

CHICO, CA 95927-4067 


RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


P 


Pipevine Swallowtail on Ceanothus 


Membership Form 
California Native Plant Society 
I wish to affiliate with the Mount Lassen Chapter 


f Name 

: Address 

! City CS tate Zip 
! Phone 


: Email 
: [|] New [| Renew 


: [_]Student / Fixed Income $25 
i] Plant Lover $120 


[ | Individual $50 
[_] Supporter $500 


: Send Membership Application to: 
: California Native Plant Society 


: Attn: Membership 2707 K Street, Suite 1 Sacramento, CA 95816-5130 


: For memberships for organizations or to become a Perennial monthly 
i sustainer contact CNPS.org 


e lhe 


ipevine 


Nonprofit Org 
U.S. Postage 
Paid 
Chico, CA 
Permit No. 553 


CALENDAR OFEVENTS —=Ž 


Program 

Wednesday, October 6, 7om 
Climate Change Adaptation: What 
We Can Learn from Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge 

presented by Ali Meders-Knight 


Field Trip 

Saturday, October 9 

McConnell Arboretum and Botanical 
Gardens, Redding 


Native Pollinator Garden Planting 
Event 
Saturday, October 23, 9am — 1pm 


Alice Hecker Native Garden at the 
Chico Creek Nature Center 


Field Trip 

Saturday, October 23 

Deer Creek Trail 

Lassen National Forest and Northern 
California Regional Trust 


Oe! sm =, 
= Pipevine 


Newsletter of the Mount Lassen Chapter 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 


November Program 


Habitat Gardening In Fire Prone Landscapes 


November 2021 


presented by Adrienne Edwards, PhD and Rachel Schleiger MS 


November 3, 2021 * 7 pm via Zoom 


Destructive wildfires are becoming larger, hotter, 
and more frequent. Since 2000, an average of 7.1 
million acres have burned across the US, more than 
double the average acreage that burned in the 1990s. 
In 2020, wildfires burned 10.3 million acres in the 
US, and roughly 60% was in California (> 4 million 
acres), Oregon (> 1 million acres), and Washington 
(> 700,000 acres). At the same time, more people are 
choosing to live adjacent to fire-prone wildlands. In 


California alone, at least 25% of our 11 million residents 


live in the Wildland / Urban Interface (WUI), where 
development meets or intermingles with undeveloped 
wildlands. One consequence of this development is an 
accelerating loss of native biodiversity through habitat 
fragmentation. The home hardening and defensible 
spaces that we need to create to live safely near 
wildlands can also lead to habitat fragmentation. 


We can compensate for clearing and building in the 
WUI by including native plants and wildlife resources 
in our landscaping. Native plants and wildlife habitat 
in the human “built environment” effectively create 
wildlife bridges, or oases, to support pollinators and 
many of the species they interact with. In this talk, we 
will first briefly review home hardening and defensive 
space essentials for wildfire safety. In the remainder of 
our time we will explore characteristics, installation, 
and maintenance of native plants (keeping fire safety / 
readiness in mind) to mitigate for the negative impacts 
of habitat fragmentation. The wildfires we have been 
experiencing are traumatic; but we can use lessons 
learned to help communities become more wildfire 
ready and resilient, while supporting the native 
wildland habitats that we love. Adrienne and Rachel 
will be giving examples of planting strategies using the 
specific plants that will be given away November 6th 
in Paradise. 
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November 2021 


Adrienne Edwards, PhD, is a botanist, plant 
ecologist, garden designer, and environmental 
consultant. She began her botanical odyssey in the 
Southeast, spent time botanizing in the Midwest, 

and since 2006 has lived and worked in northern 
California. With over 30 years of experience teaching, 
researching, and consulting, plants continue to inspire 
her passion. She is currently a faculty lecturer at 
California State University, Chico. 


Rachel Schleiger, MS, is a plant ecologist who 
specializes in restoration ecology. She has lived in 
the Sierra Nevada Foothills most of her life. Her 
family and property survived the most deadly 

and destructive Western fire on record, the 2018 
Camp Fire. Over the last 3 years she has developed 
curriculum to teach about wildfire, both in-person 
and online through Butte College. She is currently a 
faculty lecturer at both Butte College and California 
State University, Chico. 


Zoom Meeting 
cnps-org.zoom.us/j/ 84120115006 


https: 
Meeting ID: 841 2011 5006 
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Update on Plant Giveaway 
by Lisa Williams 


Officers & Chairs for 2021 


OFFICERS 


President 

Nancy Praizler 

(530) 592-8078 
praizlermom@gmail.com 


Vice President 


~ ; 3 Deb Halfpenny 

Narrow leaf milkweed photo PlantRight (831) 595-7615 
Some great changes have happened debhalfcent@yahoo.com 
making our plant giveaway bigger Secretary 
and better! Butte County Resource Karen Smith 
Conservation District is doing their birds4ks@ gmail.com 
third tree giveaway in Paradise Treasurer 
and we'll be teaming up to do our Page Hensley 
giveaways together. The event will be Past President 
on Saturday, November 6 from 9-1pm, Paul Moore (530) 343-4287 
at the Paradise Veterans Memorial pmoore@csuchico.edu 
Hall at 6550 Skyway. We have had 
some generous donors and are very MEMBERS AT LARGE ——=Ž >| 
fortunate to be able to give away Hesh Kaplan 
approximately 320 native plants. We heshlak@gmail.com 
will also have native plant seeds to (530) 892-9938 


add to our giveaway! If you live in Marjorie McNairn 

any of the areas that were impacted rilincnaimn@acleon 
by the fires and are replanting your (530) 343-2397 

yards, please come by and see us. David Popp 

Our plants will be a mixtures of davidpppp@email.com 
natives: California fuchsia, sages, (530) 990-3703 

roses, milkweed, buckwheat, coffee 
berry, salvia (Bee’s Bliss), and deer 
grass. The restoration nursery Floral 
Native Nursery in Chico is providing 
the plants needed to flourish in the 
recovery areas. You can help make this 
a success by telling your friends and 
family on the ridge to stop by, learn a 
little bit about how to care for native 
plants and bring home native plants to 
restore local habitat! 


White Sage, Salvia apiana 


The Pipevine Submission Deadlines 
Issue Due Date 
December November 1 Executive Board Meeting: 


Send submissions to Carla Resnick, 


à All CNPS members welcome. 
carlaphoto@gmail.com 
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CHAIRS > 


Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden 
Deb Halfpenny 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 

(831) 595-7615 


Chapter Council Delegate Pro Tem 
Woody Elliott 
(530) 588-2555 


Conservation OPEN 
Education OPEN 
Events OPEN 


Field Trips 
Marjorie McNairn 
mlmcnairn@aol.com (530) 343-2397 


Horticulture 

Deb Halfpenny 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 
(831) 595-7615 


Hospitality 

Roxane Canfield 
rwcanfield@aol.com 
(530) 891-0427 


Invasive Plants OPEN 


Membership & Mailing 
Chris Mueller 
crmueller111@gmail.com 


Newsletter Editor 
Carla Resnick 
carlaphoto@gmail.com 


Programs 
Lisa Williams 


Publicity 

Cindy Weiner 
wildflowermaven@comcast.net 
(530) 588-1906 


Volunteer Recognition 
Marjorie McNairn 
mlimcnairn@aol.com 
(530) 343-2397 


Website Administrator OPEN 


Third Wednesday of each month at 7 pm, except June, July & December. 
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Field Trips 
by Marjorie McNairn 


NOTE: Please check with Marjorie prior to a field trip to see if it has been 
canceled due to social distancing or fire. 


Saturday, November 6 

Colter Way to Li'l Falls 

Meet at Chico Park & Ride west lot (Hwy 32/99) at 9 am. We will drive to 
Colter Way in Magalia and take the trail to Li’l Falls on Middle Butte Creek. This 
walk, along the Middle Trail is one of many in the Paradise Pines Greenbelt. We 
should find some fall color along the way, even if we find very little water at 

the falls. On the way we will pass over lava cap, and then down a short incline 
where you might find trekking poles helpful. Wear sturdy shoes, bring lunch or 
snacks and water. The distance is a little over 3 miles round trip. 

Leader: Marjorie McNairn 


Register with Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup and sign waiver using the link in 
Meetup. 


Saturday, November 27 

Old Plant Introduction Station 

Meet at Mendocino National Forest Seed Orchard at 9 am. From 
Skyway drive south on Dominic Drive to Morrow Lane, left to 
Cramer Lane, south to parking by gate on Cramer Lane. Finish 
at noon. Fall colors will be great along this half-mile stroll with 
orange-red Chinese pistachios and yellow lindens. This USDA 
station was established on land donated by the Bidwells in 1904. a 
Hundreds of trees and shrubs from all over the world were planted SM aS 
to assess their value for medicine, fruit, and landscaping: kiwi, P x B. 
pistachio, giant bamboo, along with plants for treating cancer. Ki 
Many planted between 1904 and 1930 line the nature trail. See 
lacebark pine, mourning cypress, trident maple and massive native 
valley oak and sycamore trees. Leader: Marjorie McNairn 


Register with Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup and sign waiver using the link in 
Meetup. 


Denise Kelly 


Owner 


Floral Native Nursery 
14388 Meridian Road 
Chico, CA 95973 
(530) 892-2511 


406 Entler Avenue 

Chico, CA 95928 

530 345-3121 

FAX 345-5354 
flowerfloozie@sbcglobal.net 


www.theplantbarn.com 


These businesses support the 
goals of CNPS 


Members get a 10% discount 


on plants SS 


LITTLE HEN 
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Volunteer Profiles by Nancy Praizler 


This month I’m highlighting two volunteers because these two people do very different types of volunteering for our 
Mount Lassen Chapter. Debbie Halfpenny works in the soil while Chris Mueller works with membership data and 
mailings. Each has different interests, backgrounds, and experiences. Each does excellent work that we greatly appreciate! 
To find out more about what each does, continue reading. 


Deborah Halfpenny 

As a retired professional landscape 
designer, Deborah is enthusiastic about 
native plants and the pollinators that visit 
and depend upon them. She shares her 
knowledge and experience with gardeners 
in our area as a Garden Ambassador, and 
encourages participants in various garden 
activities like the fun wreath-creation 
competition sponsored by CNPS last Fall, 
or the garden tour. 


Join us! 

We’d love to have you share your 
talents with us in whatever area 
interests you. If you don’t have 
experience in an area you’re interested 
in, we'll train you and help you 
develop that position with your ideas 
incorporated into it. We have different 
types of positions available so contact 
me, Nancy Praizler, at mountlassen@ 
cnps.org to learn more about a position. 


She is also our Horticulture Chair and Let’s talk! And Thank you! 


Garden Manager at the Alice Hecker 
Memorial Garden at the Chico Creek 
Nature Center. This garden was managed 
by Ann Elliott before she moved to Marin 


Here is a list of what is available. 


Board positions: 
President — manages and oversees the 


County. Now Deborah and her small cadre Deborah Halfpenny chapter’s activities, conducts board 

of volunteers work in the garden and nearby meetings. 

pond each month—weeding, fixing drip irrigation, and planting new plants. Vice President — when the President is 
The result is a fine display garden of native plants. absent, may run board meetings 
Deborah comes to us from the Monterey Bay and Milo Baker Chapters of CNPS Secretary — takes minutes at Board 

and we are fortunate she is an active volunteer of Mount Lassen Chapter now. meetings and helps with letters. 

Thank you Deborah! Treasurer — pays bills and creates a 
Chris Mueller TLIE: i or Taa monthly report of our finances; files an 


Before the COVID pandemic we held annual report. 


in-person board meetings in our homes. 
At a meeting in my living room, I 
remember Chris cautiously volunteering AAF. 
to become our Membership Chair. Since 
that meeting she has become confident 
in her position. She diligently oversees 
our membership lists and newsletter 
mailings. She stays up-to-date on 
membership developments from 

CNPS, like the new-member welcome 
email series, and attends Membership 
Meetings online. She keeps our board 
informed about membership changes : TRICKS Miels. 
and topics and when we have questions 

in her area, she provides well thought- 

out, researched answers. 


Chair positions: 
Conservation: follows local 
conservation issues, makes input on 


behalf of the Chapter 

Invasive Plants: participates in 
identifying and eradicating invasive 
plants. 


~ i | 


Education: shares information about 
native plants—you decide how. 


A 


Rare Plants: helps search for and 
identify rare plants. 


i >. f 
= p mee y Ps 


Events: staffs a table with native plant 
information at events. It’s fun to talk 
to people! 


Sales: sells books, t-shirts, aprons 
and more at events; purchases 
merchandise to sell. 


Chris’s job is a behind-the-scenes job that is very important to our connection 
with members and with our ability to keep a pulse on monthly membership 
data. Our membership records are well managed in Chris’s capable hands. 


Thank you Chris! Hospitality— for in-person programs 


sets out snacks and drinks. 
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In The Native Garden - November 2021 by Deborah Halfpenny, Horticulture Chair 


Here are a few local things happening 
this fall that will be of interest to 
native gardeners: 


It takes severe drought to make 
California Water Service do the right 
thing, but as of September, they have 
resurrected their “Lawn-to-Garden” 
turf replacement rebate program, 
along with rebates for sprinkler to 
drip irrigation conversions, and more. 
If you are a Cal Water customer you 
can apply to receive $3 per square foot 
of lawn you remove and replant with 
drought tolerant (hopefully native) 
plants, to a maximum of 1500 square 
feet. It’s a great incentive at a perfect 
time of year. Go to their website 

for more details and to fill out the 
application. 


CNPS’s new marketing 
campaign, Bloom! 
California, started October 
In partnership with 

over 100 nurseries and 
growers statewide, this campaign 
aims to promote and increase native 
plant sales throughout the state. In 
our chapter area, only one nursery 

is participating in the program, 
Harvests & Habitats. Formerly known 
as Grub Grown, it is owned and 
operated by Sherri Scott, who you will 
probably know as the knowledgeable 
plantswoman with the great stand 

at the Chico Farmers’ Market every 
Saturday. She recently settled into a 
permanent location in the backyard 

of the 1078 Gallery on the corner of 
Park Ave. and 17" St. in Chico and 

is growing an expanding selection 

of native plants, along with edibles 
and other habitat plants. Check 

hours before going, but make sure 

to visit this new nursery soon. Sherri 
is graciously offering Mount Lassen 
Chapter members a 10% discount. 


Next Alice Hecker Native Garden 
workday: Wed. Nov. 17, 9am — 11am. 
Rain cancels. 

Call for information (831) 595-7615. 


The Pipevine 


After a very long, 

hot, smoky summer, 
the weather is finally 
perfect for working 
outdoors. My list of 
things to do here in 
my Chico garden is 

as long as I am tall: 
planting, sowing seeds, 
pruning, dividing, 
mulching, and yes, 
watering. Even though 
I am finally done with 
major landscaping in 
my yard, every fall 

I add new plants to 

fill empty spaces or 

to replace plants that 
didn’t survive the 
summer. In October, 

I started planting the 
potted plants I’d been 
collecting all summer. 
Because the ground is particularly 
dry this year, I am deeply watering 
the planting areas a day or two before 
planting and then watering them 
weekly or more until the rains come. 

Į am adding drip irrigation to any 

of the new plants I think will need 
supplemental water through the next 
few summers. Ill even be sowing a 
few annual wildflower seeds in the 
temporary spaces between young 
plants; it’s a lazy opportunity to take 
advantage of the loose, weed-free soil 
the planting and irrigation ditches 
will create. If I had native bulbs, I’d 
put those in where appropriate too, 
but I’ve had trouble finding the ones I 
wanted this year. Then, I’ll mulch the 
non-seeded areas with a thick layer of 
leaves, a free and abundant gift from 
my deciduous trees. Lastly, I have to 
do something rather unusual: pound 
in wooden stakes near all of the babies 
to protect them from sweet Grace-the- 
plant-crushing-Dog. 


Because my native garden is still 
very young, I don’t have grasses or 
perennials that need dividing this 


November 2021 


Salvia clevelandii ‘Winnifred Gilman’ with seedheads in Nov. 


5 Ese vw JOS 
by Deborah Halfpenny 


year, but I have begun pruning many 
other plants to shape them and to help 
them develop strong structures as 
they mature. While it is good to leave 
spent flowers and fruit on older plants 
through the fall as seed and food for 
birds, it is better to sacrifice flowers 
and fruit for overall form while the 
plants are young. If I was inclined to 
propagate some of my plants (which I 
am not this year), I’d do that now too, 
using some of the tip prunings I’ve 
created. After the first rains come (and 
I really hope they do come this winter), 
I plan to move some young plants I 
planted last spring to locations where 
I think they will look and perform 
better. My partner thinks I’m nuts to 
undo things that are already done, but 
that’s just what gardeners do, right? 


So, outside to the garden to prepare 
for a beautiful spring! And remember, 
when it comes to gardening with 
natives, we are all amateurs. (For 
more detailed instructions on caring 
for some specific native plants in the 
fall, see Pipevine Nov. 2020 article 
“November in the Garden” — on our 
website. ) 
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Program 

Wednesday, November 3, 7pm 
Habitat Gardening In Fire Prone 
Landscapes 

presented by Adrienne Edwards, PhD 
and Rachel Schleiger MS 


Field Trip 
Saturday, November 6 
Colter Way to Li'l Falls 


Garden Workday 
Alice Hecker Native Garden 
Wednesday, Nov. 17, 9am — 11am 


Field Trip 
Saturday, November 27 
Old Plant Introduction Station 


Pipevine 


Newsletter of the Mount Lassen Chapter 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 


December Program 
Zoom Meeting 


Phytophthora 
Presented by Zeb Puterbaugh 


https: 
Meeting ID: 841 2011 5006 


December 1, 2021 + 7 pm via Zoom 


Phytophthora is a root and stem rot that is a soil- 

borne fungal disease. Phytophthora diseases can infect 
herbaceous and woody plants and are increasingly 
being found in California wildlands and parks, 
where they have caused large die-offs of native plant 
species. How can you protect your own plants and 
prevent further spreading of this lethal fungus? We’ll 
be discussing growing native plants free of pathogens 


and disease. We’ll look at everything from descriptions, 


symptoms and management, to selection of planting 
stock and how to sanitize your own greenhouses and 
materials. 


Plant Giveaway photos by Lisa Williams and Nancy Praizler 


cnps-org.zoom.us 


December 2021 


j/ 84120115006 


Zeb Puterbaugh is the owner 
of Floral Native Nursery 

since 2012 after being a long 
time employee. Floral Native 
Nursery is a leader in Northern 
California in the propagation 
of native plants for habitat 
restoration. They specialize 

in re-establishing natural 
ecosystems in damaged areas by using native plants, 
shrubs, flowers and grasses. 


Thanks to generous donors, Mount Lassen Chapter, CNPS gave 320 plants and trees to persons impacted by the fires in 


our area. 


The Pipevine 


December 2021 
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Thank You Contributors! 


In September we sent our members 

a request for contributions to help 
Mount Lassen Chapter, CNPS 
continue the work we do. We want to 
thank the numerous people who have 


sent us a donation. We appreciate your 


support and your generosity! 


Plant Spotlight 
California Wild Rose 


Rosa californica by Peggy A. Lopipero-Langmo 


The California Wild Rose is a beautiful 


rose species that grows through the 
coast and foothills of California, and 
in the mountains up to elevations of 
6000 feet. It is a deciduous thicket- 
forming shrub with prickly, curving 
stems. Each rose is open-faced and 
generally flat, with five petals in any 
shade of pink from almost white to 
deep magenta. The fragrant flowers 
may grow singly or in flower clusters 
of several blooms. It produces typical 
rose hips containing yellow seeds. 
The plant is native to arid regions 
and can survive drought, but it grows 
most abundantly in moist soils near 
water sources. It is most often used as 
a barrier planting in a garden where 
it can be allowed to form a large 
thicket. It can go summer dormant 
(or partially) if it doesn’t get enough 


water. Berries may or may not happen, 
but California Wild Rose is still a good 


background foundation plant in leaf. 


—Calscape 
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Officers & Chairs for 2021 


OFFICERS 


President 

Nancy Praizler 

(530) 592-8078 
praizlermom@gmail.com 


Vice President 

Deb Halfpenny 

(831) 595-7615 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 


Secretary 
Karen Smith 
birds4ks@gmail.com 


Treasurer 
Page Hensley 


Past President 
Paul Moore (530) 343-4287 
pmoore@csuchico.edu 


MEMBERS AT LARGE ——=Ž | 


Hesh Kaplan 
heshlak@gmail.com 
(530) 892-9938 


Marjorie McNairn 
mlmcnairn@aol.com 
(530) 343-2397 


David Popp 
davidpppp@gmail.com 
(530) 990-3703 


Yarrow, Achillea millefolium 


CHAIRS > 


Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden 
Deb Halfpenny 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 

(831) 595-7615 


Chapter Council Delegate Pro Tem 
Woody Elliott 
(530) 588-2555 


Conservation OPEN 
Education OPEN 
Events OPEN 


Field Trips 
Marjorie McNairn 
mlmcnairn@aol.com (530) 343-2397 


Horticulture 

Deb Halfpenny 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 
(831) 595-7615 


Hospitality 

Roxane Canfield 
rwcanfield@aol.com 
(530) 891-0427 


Invasive Plants OPEN 


Membership & Mailing 
Chris Mueller 
crmueller111@gmail.com 


Newsletter Editor 
Carla Resnick 
carlaphoto@gmail.com 


Programs 
Lisa Williams 


Publicity 

Cindy Weiner 
wildflowermaven@comcast.net 
(530) 588-1906 


Volunteer Recognition 
Marjorie McNairn 
mlimcnairn@aol.com 
(530) 343-2397 


Website Administrator OPEN 


Executive Board Meeting: 


Third Wednesday of each month at 7 pm, except June, July & December. 


All CNPS members welcome. 
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Field Trips 
by Marjorie McNairn 


NOTE: Please check with Marjorie prior to a field trip to see if it has been 
canceled due to social distancing or fire. 


Saturday, December 11 

CSU, Chico Campus Tree Tours 

Meet in front of Bidwell Mansion at 10 am to see and hear about the marvelous 
old trees on the mansion grounds and the adjacent University campus - over 200 
species of woody plants. Many of these date back to the original landscaping 
around the mansion in 1870 and on the campus about 1890. See red horse 
chestnut, American chestnut, dawn redwood, incense cedar, Linden, and many 
others. Parking is free and tours finish at noon. Rain cancels. 

Leader: Marjorie McNairn 


Register with Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup and sign waiver using the link in 
Meetup. CSU Campus 


Saturday, January 1 

Upper Bidwell Park Banana Belt Hike 

Meet at the Horseshoe Lake parking area (Lot E) at 10 am. Wear 
weather-appropriate hiking gear. Start the New Year with a brisk 
scramble up the north ridge above Horseshoe Lake where we 
sometimes see the first of the new year’s blooms. On windless, 
cloudless nights in the winter it can be 10 degrees warmer up there 
because of a temperature inversion layer. In previous years, we 
have seen blue dicks, goldfields, gaping Penstemon, and purple 
mouse ears, among others. We will take a steep downhill to lunch 


at a Maidu rock shelter complete with bedrock mortars and maybe 


ee ge A eda E air 
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running water. About 3 miles walk. Back by 2:30 pm. “Bidwell Park 


Leader: Marjorie McNairn 


Register with Mount Lassen Chapter Meetup and sign waiver using the link in 
Meetup. 


Denise Kelly 


Owner 


Floral Native Nursery 
14388 Meridian Road 
Chico, CA 95973 
(530) 892-2511 


406 Entler Avenue 
Chico, CA 95928 

530 345-3121 

FAX 345-5354 
flowerfloozie@sbcglobal.net 


www.theplantbarn.com 


1367 East Ave, Chico | 530.894.5410 | www.MagnolioGerdening.com 


These businesses support the 
goals of CNPS 


Members get a 10% discount 
on plants 


a 


LITTLE RED HEN 
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Meet Our Volunteers by Nancy Praizler 
Karen Smith 


Karen agreed to take on our Secretary position in 2019 


Positions are still available! 
On January 1, 2022 a new board 
should take over at Mount Lassen 
Chapter. However, we still need 
people to serve on our board so 
we'd love to have you join us. 
Contact me, Nancy Praizler, at 
mountlassen@cnps.org if you'd like 
more information. Thank you! 


after the position had been left vacant for a couple of 

months. Like some of the other positions, she performs a 
supportive, behind-the-scenes role. She takes minutes at 
each board meeting and produces the minutes using the 


formatting protocol used by our chapter. She helps our 


treasurer write thank-you letters to donors, and helps create 


Karen Smith 
and proofreads letters for important outreach like our Fall And thank you to our members- 


Fundraising event. Her minutes are an important reference document when I'm | at-large and those chairs who are 


. ; aR 
creating an agenda or trying to remember tasks I must do. I know she always ontug: 


has the information I need - I rely on her often, and she keeps me on track. Here is a list of what is available: 
Board positions: 

President — manages and oversees 
the chapter’s activities, conducts 
Thank you Karen! board meetings. 


Vice President — when the President 
is absent, may run board meetings 


Committed and always there when you need help with anything written, Karen 


is a valuable member of our board. 


Marjorie McNairn = 


Secretary — takes minutes at Board 


Marjorie is a long-time, founding _ meetings and helps with letters 


member of Mount Lassen 
Chapter! Wow! She became 


active in 1986 as Treasurer and 


Treasurer — pays bills and creates a 
monthly report of our finances; files 


an annual report. 
has held many positions since 


Chair positions: 
Conservation: follows local 


then - so she knows the history 


of our Chapter. She is now our conservation issues, makes input on 
Field Trips Chair where her behalf of the Chapter 


energy and commitment are Marjorie McNairn Invasive Plants: participates in 


appreciated. identifying and eradicating invasive 


lants. 
Marjorie’s knowledge and love of wildflowers was initiated in childhood by her ao 


Education: shares information about 


mother, who studied botany under Jepson at UC Berkeley, graduating first in 
native plants—you decide how. 


her class. Marjorie brings plant samples and information she’s researched on her 
Rare Plants: helps search for and 


field trips. (She also brings homemade cookies which she shares with everyone.) |. 
identify rare plants. 


With her materials and enthusiasm, she strives to heighten participant’s interest 
Events: staffs a table with native 


plant information at events. It’s fun 
to talk to people! 


and understanding of the plants seen on outings. When she finds a location for 
a field trip, she is undaunted by the distance to the trailhead thereby helping 


participants discover new areas and new plants. Sales: sells books, t-shirts, aprons 


In addition to organizing and leading field trips, Marjorie has become a docent and more at events; purchases 


for the Nature Conservancy and leads field trips to the vernal pools on the Vina merchandise to sell. 


Plains. These trips are done in coordination with Mount Lassen Chapter and Hospitality— for in-person programs 
sets out snacks and drinks. 


occur each Spring when there is water in the pools. 


Thank you Marjorie! 


The Pipevine December 2021 Page 4 


In The Native Garden - December 2021 by Deborah Halfpenny, Horticulture Chair 


The planting event at the Alice 
Hecker Native Plant Garden at the 
Nature Center was held Oct 30. The 
originally scheduled date of Oct 23 
had to be rescheduled due to heavy 
rains. My deepest apologies to anyone 
who did not hear about the change 
in time and showed up to find no 
one there. The board is working on 

a better way of communicating with 
members to avoid confusion like this 
from occurring in the future. If you 
would like to stay in the loop about 
happenings at the Nature Center 
garden, please email me at 
(debhalfcent @yahoo.com) and I will 


include you in the garden email group. 


Isend out short emails monthly to 
remind garden volunteers about 
workdays and events. 


The planting day was a lot of work, 
but the five volunteers who came had 
a great time working together. The 
gardeners planted 32 new local native 
plants, each variety chosen for its 
attractiveness to monarchs and other 
pollinators and to insure a succession 
of bloom from early spring until late 
fall. The new additions are Asclepias 
fascicularis (Narrowleaf Milkweed), 
Eriogonum nudum (Nude Buckwheat), 
Aquilegia formosa (Columbine), Solidago 
californica (Goldenrod), Penstemon 
heterophylla (Foothill Penstemon), 
Monardella villosa (Coyote Mint), 
Symphytotrichon chilensis (California 
Aster), and Eschscholtzia californica 
(Poppies). We also added two local 
native grasses, Elymus triticoides (Wild 
Rye) and Festuca idahoensis (Idaho 
Fescue). The plants were incorporated 
into an existing bed in the garden, one 
that already has mature specimens of 
Muhlenbergia rigens, Baccharis pilularis, 
Grindella, Salvias, Epilobium, and 
more, making it a very well-rounded 
habitat for a variety of butterflies and 
bees. 
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Volunteers at work in the Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden by Deborah Halfpenny 


Besides the obvious importance of 

the planting, gardeners had a great 
opportunity to learn some new skills. 
Those who did not already know how 
to use gopher baskets, install drip 
irrigation, and apply mulch were given 
instruction and then were able to put 
what they learned into practice. The 
garden itself proved a great teacher 
about mulch. In parts of our planting 
bed, bark had been previously applied 
so deeply that the 5 % inches of rain 
we received a week earlier could not 
penetrate it. As we pulled it back, we 
could see that while the top of the 
mulch was wet, the bottom half was 
still dry — and so was the soil beneath 
it. When it comes to mulch, more is 
not better: 2” to 3” is ideal. Thicker 
layers can cause problems with water 
absorption and penetration and may 
bury the crowns of plants which can 
kill them. 


Mulch is essential in newly planted 
areas and should be applied for the 


December 2021 
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first few years. As plants mature, they 
eventually create their own mulch 
with their leaf drop and their canopies 
shade the soil surface, but until then, 
it’s the gardener’s responsibility. In 
your own gardens, now is a great 
time to apply mulch. It will help 

with soil water retention in the dry 
months, and during the winter will 
protect the soil from heavy rains. It 
will keep weed seeds from sprouting, 
reducing the amount of your spring 
garden chores. Rock and gravel can 
be used as mulch, and is especially 
good for desert plantings, but for all 
other plantings I think that organic 
matter is better. Besides helping to feed 
soil microbes as it breaks down and 
creating great habitat for insect life, it 
does not radiate heat as much as rock 
does in our hot summers. Ground 

tree trimmings are great. Fallen leaves 
work well too, although they may not 
last through the summer. 
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MOUNT LASSEN CHAPTER 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 
PO BOX 4067 

CHICO, CA 95927-4067 


RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


P 


Western Columbine (Aquilegia formosa) 
Philip Bouchard 


Membership Form 
California Native Plant Society 
I wish to affiliate with the Mount Lassen Chapter 


: Name 

: Address 

! City CS tate Žž Zip 
! Phone 


: Email 
: | ] New [ ] Renew 


: | ]Student / Fixed Income $25 [ | Individual $50 
: [| Plant Lover $120 [_] Supporter $500 


: Send Membership Application to: 
: California Native Plant Society 
: Attn: Membership 2707 K Street, Suite 1 Sacramento, CA 95816-5130 


: For memterships for organizations or to become a Perennial monthly 
i sustainer contact CNPS.org 
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CALENDAR OFEVENTS —=Ž 
Wednesday, December 1 

December Program: Phytophthora 
presented by Zeb Puterbaugh 


Saturday, December 11 
Field trip: CSU, Chico Campus Tree 
Tours 


Wednesday, January 1 
Field trip: Upper Bidwell Park Banana 
Belt Hike 


